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Background to the URSULA Studentships
Background

This PhD studentship is part of the URSULA (Urban River Corridors and Sustainable Living Agendas) Research Consortium. This consortium of three universities (Sheffield, Bradford, Durham) is in partnership with a range of external partners including the Environment Agency and Sheffield City Council and is described on the website www.ursula.ac.uk. 

Perceptions of urban river corridors are changing, oscillating between fear of flooding and a desire for ‘blue space’ to enhance the quality of city life. The rapid changes in land use as their brownfields are redeveloped offer opportunities to make big and small changes.  URSULA is the acronym for a new project about rivers in urban areas, led by the University of Sheffield.  The project’s researchers hope to encourage people to create desirable places for living, working and playing in – that is, sustainable, high quality communities.  The hypothesis behind URSULA (Urban River Corridors and Sustainable Living Agendas) is that there are significant social, economic and environmental gains to be made by integrated and innovative interventions in urban river corridors.

URSULA
We will test our hypothesis by providing a portfolio of interventions, tools and supporting evidence for the redevelopment of urban river corridors to create ‘places where people want to live and work, now and in the future’ (www.communities.gov.uk).  Our aims are to (1) understand the current values and potential future values of the benefits of urban development, i.e. to gather the evidence, and (2) propose how we can move from current to future values by innovation in urban design, and (3) identify how stakeholder interactions (associated with market, governance or research processes) impact on river redevelopment.  We will draw on case studies in Sheffield, the UK and beyond, and test our Outcomes with local stakeholders in Sheffield on the corridor of the Don and its tributaries.  Five themes address the key issues, as follows:

· People are at the heart of the urban area, living, working, playing and, of course, taking the decisions that shape the area for its future.  This theme is the mechanism to work closely with all stakeholders, learning from them and influencing future activities.

· The River delivers ecological goods and services, including landscape, water purification and quality, ecosystem vibrancy, flood control and water resources.  New observational data are needed to quantify these outcomes for past and future interventions in urban river corridors.

· Design offers the possibility of innovation, whether through new concepts or better integration of existing ideas.  We have ideas of our own, but will work with stakeholders to identify interventions that should be designed and tested.

· Values are the agents of change (generally money), and the measures of success.  The theme will develop several new tools for presenting interventions and estimating values before assessing the ideas developed in the project. 

· Project Management is essential to bind the tasks and deliver the Outcomes, and has equal status with the research themes.

Eligibility and support 

The studentship is funded by EPSRC and is only open to UK students. A full maintenance grant at the current EPSRC rate (£12,940 tax free) is available, and fees will be paid. There are three studentships available for the six topics which have been advertised.   All studentships are restricted to UK applicants only.
Application procedure 

Applicants should download and complete an application form from the University’s Scholarship page http://www.shef.ac.uk/postgraduate/research/apply, including a cv and details of 3 academic or work referees.  In addition they should send a statement of no more than 1500 words outlining their relevant academic and/or research experience, why they consider themselves suitable for the proposed Ph.D, what they see are interesting research questions to be answered, and how they might go about the project. The application form, cv and statement should be sent to the address given in the detailed description of the studentship. 

The closing date for applications is Friday 25 April 2008.

The selection procedure will be in two stages. In the first stage, a single candidate will be chosen for this topic. In the second stage, the six candidates from all the topics will be interviewed by an independent panel and a final selection of up to three made on the basis of the potential abilities of the student and the fit of the topics and supervisors with the overall URSULA portfolio. The first stage will be completed by Friday 16 May.  Interviews for the second stage will take place in the week of 19 May (probably 23 May) with decisions by the end of May.  Positions will be available to start in the autumn semester (29 Sept 2008).  The post may be re-advertised if insufficient suitable candidates apply in the first round. 
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